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Cell Blocks and Border Stops
Union Theological Seminary, New York

AGENDA

THURSDAY

5:00-7:00 Registration
6:00 Viewing of “The House I Live In” followed by discussion, James Chapel

FRIDAY

8:30 Registration, Foyer
9:30 Welcome from Union Theological and Alliance for a Just Society 
 with Felipe Luciano, Formerly of Last Poets, James Chapel
9:45-10:00 Opening: Reverend Dr. Brad Braxton
10:00-11:30 Plenary 
 
 Criminalization as State Violence, James Chapel
	 •	Moderator:	Geral	Hankerson,	Washington	Community	Action	Network
	 •		Panelists:	Joy	James,	Abraham	Paulos,	Jessica	Black,	Monami	Maulik;	Soffiyah Elijah

  Criminalization is a tool of state violence — and corporate enrichment — used to marginalize 
and punish racial “outsiders” in the name of protecting society from supposed predators. Panelists 
will explore different aspects of carceral control and militarization of policing and immigration, 
highlighting the ways in which criminalization affects different communities. While these 
manifestations of state violence may have different expressions, the underlying issues are similar 
across communities and experiences.

 
 Criminalization of black and brown people, of immigrants, of those who challenge sexual and 
 gender norms, and of dissidents, is a critical aspect of legitimizing the apparatus of state violence.

11:30-11:45  Break
11:45-12:30  Plenary 
 
 Beyond Punishment, a Moral Ethical Response to 
  Incarceration and the Challenge to Being-ness, James Chapel 
	 •	Moderator:	Dustin	Washington
	 •		Panelists:	Theodore	Jennings,	Tiokasin	Ghosthorse

  The expansion of prisons and incarceration reflects multiple economic, political, cultural, and 
spiritual crises. These crises overlap in ways that devalue and dehumanize ever-expanding circles 
of people. However, within our various ethical and spiritual traditions there are seeds of resistance 
to expanding incarceration, and alternative understandings of how we can support thriving, 
flourishing humanity. Drawing from many faith traditions, panelists will explore theologies of 
liberation and discuss the counter-narratives found in different spiritual traditions.
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12:30-1:30 Lunch

1:30-3:00 Breakout sessions
  Session #1 The Criminal Justice and Immigration System’s Systemic Alienation
 Room 205
 *Spanish Interpretation Provided

	 •	Moderator:	Fernando	Mejía
	 •		Panelist:	Daniel	Coates,	Opal	Tometi,	Tongo	Eisen-Martin;	Akilah	Kinnison,	Huy

  The criminal justice and immigration systems separate people from society, denying those 
caught in these systems everything from religious freedom to voting rights to access to food and 
employment. But the devastation goes even broader. In this session, we will look at how these 
systems also destroy the fabric of our communities and threaten our unrealized power. Finally, we 
will discuss organizing opportunities.

  Session #2 Follow the Money: Criminalization, Finance, and Profits
 Room 207
	 •	Moderator:	Gary	Delgado	
	 •	Panelists:	Bob	Llibel,	Judy	Green,	Jamie	Trinkle

  Criminalization harms communities but delivers profits to corporations. The most notorious of these 
beneficiaries is the Corrections Corporation of America. CCA, however, isn’t alone in reaping 
criminalization profits, and it works in alliance with conservative and neoliberal forces, such as 
ALEC, to keep the dollars flowing. This session will examine the beneficiaries of criminalization 
and deportation practices and follow their money trail to electoral campaigns and the halls of 
statehouses and Congress.

 Session #3 Organizing on the Horizon of Death
 Room D30
	 Moderator:	Christine	Ho
 Panelists: Raul Alcaraz, Soffiyah Elijah

  The death and imprisonment machine depends on a society that views some people as more 
worthy of death and state violence than others. This session will look at campaigns that challenge 
those views. Panelists will speak to organizing in the aftermath of police murders, to prevent 
murders	along	the	US/Mexico	border,	and	to	end	the	death	penalty	and	solitary	confinement.

  Session #4 Mining Scripture for Resistance (closed session)
 Bonhoffer Room
 

3:00-3:15 Break
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3:15-4:45  Plenary 
 Capitalism, Neoliberalism, & Control, James Chapel
	 •	Moderator:	Daniel	HoSang
	 •	Panelists:	Dr.	Cornel	West,	Pramila	Jayapal,	Vincent	Warren

  The explosion of the prison industrial complex over the last thirty years has been tied to an equally 
dramatic transformation in the global economy: the triumph of neoliberalism, with its focus on 
deregulated markets, disciplined workers, free flow of capital, and austerity budgets. 

  The panel will explore the intersections of neoliberal political-economic forces, the expansion of 
prisons and immigration control systems, and the ideas that legitimate increased state control over 
marginalized	communities	at	home	and	increased	military	interventions	abroad; the implications 
of this expansion for the future of democracy and U.S. the democratic project.  

4:45-5:00 Cultural Piece
5:00-6:00 Dinner
6:00-6:15 Plenary Opening- Spoken Word: Letters from the Inside
6:15-8:00 Evening Plenary 
 Performance: RTA Alumni Dance: Figures in Flight
 Hypercarceration: Capitalism’s Solution to Redundant People, Chapel
	 •	Moderator:	Dorian	Warren
	 •	Panelists:	Roberto	Lovato,	Kung	Li,	Jan	Rehmann

  What does the neoliberal state do when it has deregulated markets, outsourced quality jobs, 
and decimated the welfare state. It exiles an increasing share of “unneeded” people to prisons 
and detention facilities, replacing programs designed to promote the public good with hyper-
carceration: the network of bureaucratic institutions, from prisons to punitive social work systems, 
that	control	and	confine	the	marginalized.	Meanwhile,	as	neoliberalism	drives	cross-border	
migration, this logic of 

 hyper-carceration is driving more – and more punitive – border control mechanisms. This panel  
 will explore these connections and opportunities for organizing.
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SATURDAY

9:00-9:15 Opening Speaker 
9:15-10:45 Plenary
 Where Do We Go From Here, James Chapel
	 •	Moderator:	Danisha	Christian
	 •	Panelists:	Linda	Tigani,	Ramon	Ramirez,	Richard	Wolfe,	Alexis	McGill

  Now that we know that hyper-carceration represents a tool of state violence and neoliberal 
control — drawing on historic criminalization of black and brown people, too-often bolstered by 
theological narratives — how can we bring this analysis to bear on our practice. This panel will 
bring the strands of our conversations together, exploring the implications for our organizing, 
activism, scholarship, and ministries. Here are some highlights of what we’ll explore:

	 •		Addressing	these	crises	compels	us	to	re-examine	and	re-think	the	ways	we’ve	been	doing	
our work. How do we move beyond narrowly focused campaigns and use current organizing 
opportunities to move us on a path toward social transformation.

	 •		How	can	our	various	campaigns	create	openings	for	a	new,	moral,	and	inclusive	economy.
	 •		What	are	the	opportunities	we	see	for	building	Black/Brown	alliances,	drawing	upon	and	

addressing the commonalities of our struggles, with a sense of shared strategy and long-term 
goals.

	 •		How	can	we	use	new	kinds	of	alliances	to	help	coordinate	around	these	different	areas	of	work,	
developing shared strategies and shared narratives.

10:45-10:50	 Spoken	Word/Music	
10:50-12:00 Plenary 
 Surveilled, Policed, & Controlled Organizing in a Dangerous Time, James Chapel 
	 •	Moderator:	Margaret	Huang
	 •	Panelists:	Steven	Renderos,	Center	for	Media	Justice;	Fahd	Ahmed,	DRUM;	
	 Plus	1;	Jose	Vasquez,	Iraq	Veterans	Against	War

  The climate in which we do our work is hostile and, at times, dangerous. The threats we face  
– whether as organizers, cultural workers, grassroots leaders, or ministers – are shaped by 
the trends we’ve explored in this conference: the rapid expansion of the carceral sphere, the 
militarization of immigration control, “war on terror” state violence, and new techniques for 
expanded surveillance. Panelists will explore the online surveillance meant to silence the left, as 
well as the uses of video surveillance in urban communities. We also will hear about the rise in 
political imprisonment and other risks involved in resisting and organizing.

12:00-1:00 Lunch
1:00-2:30 Breakout sessions
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 Session #1 Innovative Campaign Case Studies 
 Room 207
	 •	Moderator:	Jill	Reese
	 •		Presenter:	Tania	Soto	Valenzuela,	Marco	Saavadera,	Tracy	Pugh,	Rukia	Lumumba

  This session will provide a sneak peek into innovative campaign strategies, such as using the 
Affordable Care Act to challenge the current prison-industrial complex, a police whistle-blower 
program, a fight to raise the age for juveniles to be tried as adults and new approaches to 
DREAM	organizing.	

 Session #2 Framing and Messaging to Win
 Room 205
 *Spanish Interpreation Provided

	 •	Presenter:	Makani	Themba

  This session will explore approaches for countering the right’s “public relations strategy” of 
dehumanization, criminalization, and militarization of us and our communities.

  
 Session #3 Case Study: Anatomy of the NYC Stop & Frisk Coalition
 James Chapel
	 Moderator:	Rinku	Sen
	 Panelists:	Linda	Sarsour,	Priscilla	Gonzales,	Jose	Lopez,	Lynn	Lewis,	

  This session will provide an up-close look at how New York’s stop-and-frisk policy was successfully 
challenged using a strategy that brought together a diverse set of constituencies, each of which 
offered a unique set of skills and expertise.

 Session #4  Bible Study 2.0: Re-Imagining Prison Ministry 
 Refectory
 Janet Wolf, Leroy Jones, Charlene Sinclair
 
 Session #5 Arts, Culture & Resistance
 Room D30
	 Moderator:	 Robert Sembler
	 Panelists:	Michael	Roberson,		Katerine	Vockins	Faron	McClurkin

 Session #7 Democratizing the Workplace 
 Room 207
 Presenter: Richard Wolfe
  
2:30-2:45 Break
2:45-3:30 Reconvene/Debrief
3:30-4:00 Closing
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